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WELCOME!
From the organizers...

Welcome to the 5th annual (NEQTPOC) 
Conference at UMass Amherst. The 
conference strives to be a place of learning, 
growth, and community for queer and trans 
people of color to explore the complexities 
of our identities. We are so excited to be in 
community with you for the weekend. We 
invite you to challenge yourself to 
be intentional, messy and bold.
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ART SPACE 
Come get creative! Open all day Saturday, March 24th in Campus
Center room 911. Materials and art supplies are provided. 

The multi-stall women’s and men’s restrooms on the first floor of the 
Campus Center have been officially designated as gender-inclusive for 
the conference. There are also single-user gender-inclusive restrooms 
by the Collegian offices (rooms 109 and 110). Men’s and women’s 
restrooms are located on the second, eighth, and ninth floors of the 
Campus Center. 

CONFERENCE INFO
ABOUT OUR SPACE 

GENDER-INCLUSIVE & GENDERED RESTROOMS 

QUIET SPACE 
Need to take a break or recharge from conference activities? Stop by
Campus Center room 905! Open all day Saturday, March 24th. 

CONFERENCE ETIQUETTE 

MEDIA & PRESS
Members of the press must identify themselves to conference attendees
and ask permission to use someone’s name, record them, or take their
photo. Photos should not be taken by anyone for public use without the
expressed consent of those in the photo. 

COMMUNITY LITERATURE TABLES
Got a flyer or zine you want to drop off and share with other QTPOC
conference goers? Visit our community literature tables in the Campus
Center Lower Lobby and grab some pamphlets/swag! 
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FRAGRANCES
A number of conference attendees have chemical sensitivities, so we
ask that attendees please refrain from using heavily scented products
(such as perfumes, colognes, body sprays, etc.) during the conference. 

NAME TAGS
You must visibly wear your conference name tag to participate in
conference activities. The color-coded strips on your name tag indicate
your current communication preference: 
Green: I am actively seeking communication/approach me! 
Yellow: I only want to talk to people I recognize/already know. 
Red: I probably don't want to talk to anyone! 



WIFI INTERNET ACCESS
Connect to the UMASS wifi network using username: 32303237 and
password: 44092662. 

CONFERENCE INFO

MEALS
Conference registrants can receive $10 meal card vouchers for dinner
on Friday and Saturday nights in the Blue Wall food court (2nd floor
of the Campus Center). A free catered lunch will be provided on
Saturday. Efforts were made to address indicated allergies, whenever
possible. Allergen information will be noted on each dish.  

PARKING PASSES
Conference registrants who park in the Campus Center garage can get
a free parking pass for Friday and Saturday at the NEQTPOC
conference registration table by the Campus Center Auditorium.
Remember to bring your parking ticket with you to pay for parking
before returning to your vehicle.  
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CONFERENCE PERKS! 

NEED HELP?

GENERAL ASSISTANCE
Conference attendees who have questions or concerns should stop by
the NEQTPOC conference registration table by the Campus Center
Auditorium (CCA) or visit our conference headquarters in room 178.
Attendees may also call 413-345-2751. 

A/V HELP
Temperamental technology? Presenters who have trouble with their
A/V set up should see a NEQTPOC conference volunteer (wearing a
NEQTPOC tee shirt) or contact the Campus Center's A/V staff at 413-
577-8222.  

MORE INFORMATION
Looking for more information about the conference? Head to our
website: neqtpoc.com. You'll find detailed info about our physical
conference space, campus maps, our mission statement, and brief bios
of all of our amazing conference presenters! Check us out!



SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE
FRIDAY, MARCH 23RD

Check-In/Registration3:00pm - 4:00pm CC Lower Lobby

Opening/Welcome4:00pm - 4:30pm

Workshop #14:45pm - 6:00pm

Get Dinner at the Blue Wall6:00pm - 6:45pm

MAJOR! Film Screening6:45pm - 8:15pm

Keynote8:15pm - 9:00pm

QTPOC Social9:00pm - 1:00am

CCA

CCA

Various Locations

CC Main Concourse

CCA

Commonwealth Rm 
(Student Union)

SATURDAY, MARCH 24TH

Check-In/Registration

11:30am - 12:45pm

Opening/Welcome9:00am - 9:45am

Workshop #210:00am - 11:15am

Workshop #3

Workshop #4

Workshop #5

Lunch & Keynote Panel

Closing & Dinner

12:45pm - 2:15pm

2:30pm - 3:45pm

4:00pm - 5:15pm

5:30pm - Close

8:00am - 9:00am CC Lower Lobby

CCA

CCA

CCA/Blue Wall

Various Locations

Various Locations

Various Locations

Various Locations
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KEYNOTES & SPEAKERS

Trenda M. Loftin is a queer artist and 
educator at the National Conference for 
Community and Justice (NCCJ), the co- 
chair of GLSEN-Massachusetts, and with 
Real Live Theatre (Sunderland, MA). She is 
committed to integrating artistic expression 
and the wholeness of complicated identities 
into all elements of her work.   

Conference Opening Sessions:

Miss Major Griffin-Gracy

rights intersects LGBT 
struggles for justice 
and equality from the 
1960s to today. At the 
center of her activism is 
her fierce advocacy for 
her girls: trans women 
of color who have 
survived police 
brutality and 
incarceration in men’s 
jails and prisons. 

Friday Film & Keynote:

We will be watching MAJOR!, a film 
which chronicles the life and campaigns of 
Miss Major Griffin-Gracy. This screening 
will be followed by a video chat 
keynote/Q&A with Miss Major. 

Miss Major is a veteran of the Stonewall 
Rebellion, survivor of Attica State Prison, 
former sex worker, elder, community leader 
and human rights activist. She is simply 
“Mama” to many in her community. Her 
personal story and activism for transgender 
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KEYNOTES & SPEAKERS

Ericka Hart
Ericka Hart is kinky, poly, cancer-warrior, activist, 
sexuality educator and performer. Her work is part 
of a larger conversation on healing that forces us to 
see our institutions and systems of care as complicit 
in the perpetuation of illness in marginalized 
communities. 

Saturday Keynote Panelists:

Chrysanthemum Tran

Florcy Romero is the co-founder of Women of Color 
in Solidarity. Her main work has centered on 
teaching youth from her barrio via self designed 
curriculums that disrupt white supremacy. Her life 
work focuses on decolonization and healing, undoing 
generations of trauma.

Florcy Romero

ShaeShae Quest

Ashley Young
Ashley Young is a Black, Queer genderqueer, 
feminist writer, teacher, witch and tarot reader. 
They are a contributor for GO Magazine and their 
non-fiction work has been featured in 3 anthologies. 
They are the creator and owner of Black Unicorn 
Tarot, specializing in card readings for QTPOC.

Chrysanthemum Tran is a queer & transgender 
Vietnamese American poet, performer & teaching 
artist based in Providence, RI. In 2016, she became 
the first transfeminine finalist of the Women of the 
World Poetry Slam. 

ShaeShae Quest is a 25-year old Afro-Latinx queer 
GNC femme, a lead organizer of BLM413, and a 
community organizer/youth worker with Out Now, 
Springfield's only queer youth org. Shae has 
dedicated their life to the revolution working for 
the liberation of all Black and Brown folx.
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WORKSHOP OVERVIEW
WORKSHOP #1  -  FRI, 4:45PM-6:00PM

WORKSHOP #2  -  SAT, 10:00AM-11:15AM

WORKSHOP #3  -  SAT, 11:30AM-12:15PM

WORKSHOP #4  -  SAT, 2:30PM-3:45PM

WORKSHOP #5  -  SAT, 4:00PM-5:15PM
Room 162 ........ re/memory: crafting personal experience 
Room 163 ........ F.U.B.U. (Fat, Unrespectable, Black, & Uncomfortable) 
Room 165 ........ Beyond Queer Inclusivity 
Room 168 ........ Queering Hip Hop 
Room 174 ........ Keep The Family Close 
Room 904 ........ Steps to Surviving: According to Lala Louis 
Room 917 ........ Hosting NEQTPOC 2019 
CCA ................ Nurturing Self-Care Practices 

Room 162 ........ Custom Bicycle Making 
Room 163 ........ You Got Me Fucked Up 
Room 165 ........ Transcending Shame 
Room 168 ........ She's Gotta Have It:  Undoing Jealousy Toolkit 
Room 174 ........ Self Care as Political Warfare 
Room 904 ........ Solidarity Beyond Borders 
Room 917 ........ How to Write Cuil 
CCA ................ My Black. My Queer. My Words. My Body 

Room 162 ........ Seditious Intuition 
Room 163 ........ Writing the Divine Queer Self 
Room 165 ........ Revisiting Gender 
Room 168 ........ Rewriting the Body's Lexicon 
Room 174 ........ Unapologetically Black 
Room 904 ........ Asian-American Anti-Blackness: An Introduction 
Room 911 ........ Native American Beading 
Room 917 ........ What Are You?: Bi/Multi-Racial/Ethnic Caucus 
CCA ................ Ballroom & Voguing 101 

Room 162 ........ Facilitating with the Full Self 
Room 163 ........ We've Cared! 
Room 165 ........ Positiv@ (+/- = <3) 
Room 168 ........ On Centering: Self-Trust and Desire 
Room 174 ........ QTPOC Zines and How to Make Them 
Room 904 ........ Static vs Stagnant 
Room 917 ........ Decolonizing Latinx 

Room 174 ........ Kink in Color 
Room 804 ........ Gay, Ghetto, & Guerrilla Warfare 
Room 904 ........ No Woman No Cry 
Room 911 ........ Reclaiming Meditation for Embodied QTPOC Healing 
CCA ................ Our Relationship with Our Boundaries



WORKSHOP SESSIONS
WORKSHOP #1  -  FRI, 4:45PM-6:00PM

KINK IN COLOR: NAVIGATING “THE SCENE” AS (QT)POC 
AIDA MANDULEY, MSW (THEY/THEM) 
ROOM: 174 
In a world that privileges "vanilla" in every sense of the word, how do 
those of us that look and feel more like rainbow sprinkles find our own 
way? Navigating BDSM/kink circles as people of color, especially if 
we are queer and/or transgender, can be exhilarating, confusing, and 
even downright horrifying, especially for newcomers. In this 
interactive workshop, dive into the world of kink, start charting your 
own desire map, and learn strategies to stay afloat, especially when - 
isms rear their ugly heads.

GAY, GHETTO, & GUERRILLA WARFARE : QUEER MOVEMENTS
FROM THE HOOD TO THE FAVELAS 
CAMILA: UNLADYLIKE LA MALCRIADA (SHE/HER) 
ROOM: 804 
This interactive workshop explores the mutuality of queer movements 
in America’s hoods and queer movements in majority-ethnic (also 
known as 3rd world) countries. Using participatory-based activities 
and inquiry-based dialogues, students: identify how American LGBTQ 
culture has dominated and co-opted the QTPOC culture of indigenous 
communities, American hoods, and 3rd world countries (specifically 
addressing “Latinx” identities, indigenous gender spectrums, and 
queerness within gang culture); explore the duality of American 
QTPOC as both mass victims of homelessness and mass perpetrators 
of gentrification/expat invasion; examine and pull inspiration from the 
community organizing models of QTPOC movements in Brazil, 
Vietnam, Colombia, and the Bronx; and collectively identify direct- 
action methods we can use to foster solidarity between QTPOC 
communities of varying citizenship status, socioeconomic class, and 
cultures.

NO WOMAN NO CRY: RESISTING THE INTERNALIZATION OF
TOXIC MASCULINITY IN QUEER AND TRANS AFRO-CARIBBEAN
COMMUNITIES 
SHANÉE SMITH (SHE/HER) & KIMBERLEY MOORE (SHE/HER) 
ROOM: 904 
Messages that discourage tenderness, vulnerability, and emotional 
connectedness are often explored solely within the context of  9



WORKSHOP #1  -  FRI, 4:45PM-6:00PM

RECLAIMING MEDITATION FOR EMBODIED QTPOC HEALING 

This workshop will be an opportunity for guided exploration of somatic 
meditation techniques. We will learn practical take-home tools to 
ground in the wisdom of our own bodies, cultivate self-love in the 
midst of a violent world, and work (safely!) with the rough edges of 
anger/trauma/internalized oppression. While white western meditation 
circles have "rejected" identity, as QTPOC we know first-hand that 
our liberation must come THROUGH our black/brown/queer/trans 
bodies. These body-based practices of healing and liberation came from 
POC and indigenous traditions...let's reclaim them together.

masculinity and experiences of cis men. Despite these conversations, 
we’ve recognized that from early ages, girls, femmes, and gender 
variant folks, particularly within Black communities are also socialized 
to devalue vulnerability; encouraged to believe that it is more 
acceptable to mask emotions, rather than express them. In public 
discourse around toxic masculinity, particularly within academia, the 
experiences of Black girls and women, especially ones holding queer 
and trans identities, as recipients of these messages often go 
unaddressed and unvalidated. This social process of extinguishing 
vulnerability was engineered to further dehumanize and delegitmize 
the myriad of experiences of queerness within the Black community; it 
is a product of Anti-Black racism, toxic masculinity, and capitalism. 
As such, it is absolutely essential that we honour sacred, magical 
spaces of vulnerability within our communities. It is our intention to 
bring this sacred, magical space of vulnerability into fruition 
throughout this workshop.

RAHIL ROJIANI (THEY/THEM) 
ROOM: 911 

OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH OUR BOUNDARIES 
NATALIE ALICEA-PICONE (THEY/THEM) 
ROOM: CCA 
Come explore the intimate relationship between you and your true
“yes,” and your true “no.” In this 75 minute workshop, we will
experiment using our sensations as a barometer to track and better
understand how our bodies respond to these two very big answers.
This is a non-sexual, body-oriented workshop, where we will be
working as a group and in dyads. We will get acquainted with what it
feels to be connected and practice aligning our body’s wisdom with our
own inner knowings. We can’t have a true “yes” if we do not have a
true “no.”  
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WORKSHOP #2  -  SAT, 10:00AM-11:15AM

YOU GOT ME FUCKED UP: MY BODY IS PERFECT BECAUSE IT IS 
MY OWN AND I WON'T APOLOGIZE FOR IT ANYMORE 

This workshop will tackle microaggressions and the concept of 
symbolic annihilation that has damaged QPOC perspective of self love 
and body acceptance. Utilizing poetry, theater, and interactive 
activities this workshop will talk about resistance,  moving past the 
beauty binary that continues to erase people of color and devalue our 
beauty, as well as learn how to change our investment in the 
romanization of the colonial concept of beauty by changing the 
narrative that surrounds beauty through siblinghood. 

NELLY BESS (SHE/HER) & SHELLY STROTHERS (SHE/HER) 
ROOM: 163 

TRANSCENDING SHAME 
GLORIA JACKSON-NEFERTITI (SHE/HER) 
ROOM: 165 
Do you experience guilt, shame and feelings of inferiority around your
sexuality/sexual expression, gender identity, and/or race? Until
recently, Gloria Jackson-Nefertiti believed there was something
inherently shameful about her, due to her being a black bisexual femme
woman with mental illness. This workshop tackles the topic of
personal shame and the damage that it causes when left unchecked.
For participants to create self-safety, it is necessary to interrupt
shaming language. This interactive workshop gives participants the
opportunity to: understand the meaning of shame; gain awareness of
shaming phrases and behaviors that are commonly used; recognize
when they are being shamed; and learn ways to confront others who
shame them. 

HOW CUSTOM BICYCLE MAKING CAN IMPROVE ACCESSIBILITY
OF TRANSIT 
KAMAL ALI (NAME ONLY) 
ROOM: 162 
When we think about our transit in the United States in particular
often times it is easy to think about it in terms of cars, buses, trains
and planes where bicycles often are relegated to children's toys or to
tools for that hipster you know to bike around with to flaunt their
income and physical fitness. In this presentation we will be focusing on
how a change in the way we approach bicycles could radically re-
imagine how we think about, place, space and how we travel between
them. 
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WORKSHOP #2  -  SAT, 10:00AM-11:15AM

SOLIDARITY BEYOND BORDERS: TRANSNATIONAL RESISTANCE
AS HEALING 
FLORCY ROMERO & CHEYENNE WYZZARD-JONES 
ROOM: 904 
This interactive workshop seeks to unpack and question how do we, as
femmes/women/gender nonbinary people of color who have developed
our own feminisms that are centered on our different racial/ethnic and
cultural identities, come together to practice solidarity both locally and
globally. Themes that arise in this conversation include examples of
how our body memories disrupt colonial borders, how we must redefine
what it means to “show up”, differences in privilege within our own
communities, and how we must interrogate our different
understandings and relationships to the lands we are on. We will be
unpacking the question, what does it mean to stand in solidarity with
people of color down your block and beyond colonial borders? The
framework that we use is one that looks at our own bodies as
transnational spaces that we bring to other spaces outside of our own.
Transnational solidarity as a healing practice is framework that
combines research and practice in black/chicana/third  

SHE'S GOTTA HAVE IT: UNDOING JEALOUSY TOOLKIT 
CLEOPATRA DOLEY (SHE/HER, THEY/THEM) 
ROOM: 168 
Just like the characters in She's Gotta Have It, we all know that
jealousy is normal, and we can all expect to feel it at some point in our
life times. However, jealousy can also manifest in toxic and harmful
ways, and seriously harm our interpersonal relationships. In this
workshop, we will work through the root causes of jealousy to benefit
our own communication skills, individually and interpersonal, to help
navigate jealousy in healthy beneficial ways.  

SELF CARE AS POLITICAL WARFARE: CHALLENGES, SUPPORT,
AND ADVOCACY FOR QTPOC IN HIGHER EDUCATION 
EMILY DING (SHE/HER) & KAY V. LLOYD (SHE/HER) 
ROOM: 174 
Research and literature is scarce on QTPOC in Higher Education.
Looking at available research and personal narratives, how can we
better support QTPOC students, faculty, and staff? At this workshop,
we will discuss some current challenges for QTPOC folks in Higher
Education, and explore strategies for care and ways to advocate for
change. Students, faculty/staff, and all interested folks are welcome.  



WORKSHOP #2  -  SAT, 10:00AM-11:15AM

MY BLACK. MY QUEER. MY WORDS. MY BODY: A COLLECTIVE
POETRY AND MOVEMENT WORKSHOP. 
NANA CHINARA (SHE/HER) & SHANÉE SMITH (SHE/HER) 
ROOM: CCA 
In exploring the history of the African diaspora, we have deepened our
knowledge as to the ways ancestors have used movement and
storytelling in moments of deep spiritual reflection, un/learning,
mourning, healing, and cultivating joy. What are the ways we’ve
developed and continue to develop narratives around Blackness?
Around Queerness? How do we hold these narratives within our
bodies? How do they manifest through our language? As queer folks 
of color our stories have been objectified, silenced, and ignored.  

world/indigenous feminist ideologies. It is one that centers land and 
spatial justice. It is one that also includes grassroots organizing 
methodologies. It is one that we have found to be the practice of the 
Women of Color in Solidarity Collective, that we share with everyone 
who comes into contact with us. We carry resilient pieces of our lands, 
our ancestors, and our traditions within us. We believe solidarity to be 
the practice required for the liberation of ourselves and Mother Earth- 
within this may we find our collective and individual healing. 

HOW TO WRITE CUIL 
MICHÓN NEAL (ZE/HIR) 
ROOM: 917 
This workshop explores new ways to write about relationships, sex,
consent, disability, and sexual diversity in fiction that is sexy, real,
and unexpectedly surprising. I want to show that communication, sex,
kink, and erotica doesn’t have to be cheap, meaningless, or contrived
to be engaging, uplifting, and arousing. There is so little healthy,
thorough information on these subjects out there; especially in fiction
(even those that purport to deal with polyamory, kink, disability, or
queer topics are rather limited in scope). Each series in The Cuil
Effect Project has a different style and highlights different aspects of
sexuality, traumatic experiences,  and vulnerability. They all compare
and contrast healthy and unhealthy relationships, reactions, and states
of mind. They are tales of growth, acceptance, and integration. They
are meant to be parts of a whole so the more you read the more the
overall themes will make sense. Many of the themes (sexuality, race,
disability, kink, sex positivity, polyamory, and LGBTQIA+ matters)
are ever-present fixtures in the books. And virtually every single
relationship depicted is non-normative. 
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WORKSHOP #3  -  SAT, 11:30AM-12:45PM

FACILITATING WITH THE FULL SELF 
YIJIE ZHU (THEY/THEM) & KAI KAHILIA (THEY/THEM, HE/HIM) 
ROOM: 162 
For many QTPOCs, facilitating conversations on oppression is
personal and labor intensive work.  In this introductory workshop, we
will be exploring a number of embodied practices from Theatre of the
Oppressed which can be used to open conversations about systemic
oppression without the need to center deeply personal narratives.  We
will be looking at tools for facilitating opening conversations with
wider audiences as well as tools for analyzing power dynamics of
specific spaces, leading to direct action.  No theatre experience or
acting ability needed!  

They have often been oversimplified and completely looked over. Our 
bodies have been subject to state violence and street violence and 
these stories are barely shared or heard. In this intimate space we 
seek to explore the stories that have been buried inside of us. The 
healing capabilities of poetry work to validate our experiences and use 
the power of naming. When one adds movement to their stories, they 
experience the connection between the internal, the mental, and the 
physical. They are given the chance and opportunity to release. This 
workshop explores connection through collective poem making and 
movement creation. In engaging with our stories collectively, we 
dismantle the competitive and individualistic nature storytelling tends 
to be. By connecting our stories to each other, we tap into ancestral 
ways of storytelling and soul sharing to heal expansively.  

WE'VE CARED! 
AKANÉ KOMINAMI (⼩南茜), LICSW (SHE/HER) 
ROOM: 163 
Have you felt uncomfortable and resistant to the word, the idea, and
the act of "self-care?" Have you felt as if some people are obsessed
with "self-care?" I have. I have discovered that my resistance had to
do with cultural incongruence between my experience of caring for
(our)self as an East Asian, Japanese, transnational, immigrant, queer
woman of color, and what I perceived to be the US mainstream
ideology on "self-care" (i.e. somewhat individualistic; expensive; time
consuming; exploitative against PoC, etc). I believe that cultures and
communities that we, QTPoC, come from have had our own, integrated
ways to take care of (our)self. In this workshop, I hope to collaborate
with you and create a space to uncover and honor the ways in which
we have cared for ourselves.  



WORKSHOP #3  -  SAT, 11:30AM-12:45PM

POSITIV@ (+/- = <3) 
NELSON RAFAEL ROMAN (HE/HIM) 
ROOM: 165 
Living in my truth as a Puerto Rican man of color was my first
barrier, coming out as queer added another hurdle, being HIV+ blew
up the entire model for oppression and obstacles. This workshop will
be two parts: the first part will be a half-hour long TED Talk style
presentation on my story as a Queer Puerto Rican HIV+ individual.
The second half will be a panel of HIV+ Queer individuals, primarily
people of color, sharing their personal stories and experience on
coming out again as positive, and the new set of obstacles we face. We
will provide an in-depth look into the statistics and disproportionate
numbers that show the HIV is on the rise in LGBT communities of
color. This workshop is a chance to see “POZitively” through the eyes
of Queer HIV+ individuals.   

ON CENTERING: SELF-TRUST AND DESIRE 
FLORE COSTUMÉ (THEY/THEM) 
ROOM: 168 
"We must be responsible for our own liberation." -Audre Lorde 
You are the only person who know what your liberation looks like and
needs to be, and identify the work you need to do to achieve it.
Recognizing the fight for freedom is process, what are some tools you
can use to help you focus on your journey? This workshop models and
provides opportunities to use mindfulness practices, cultivate self-
trust, engage with reflective and deepening questions, and to be in
community. 

QTPOC ZINES AND HOW TO MAKE THEM 
OLIVIA MONTOYA (SHE/HER) 
ROOM: 174 
Zines are self-published booklets with an underground community
devoted to making, selling, and trading them. Zines have traditionally
been a way for people from marginalized communities to get their
voices out there without being censored, and are great tools for both
activism and personal growth through vulnerability. This workshop
will not only teach you about the history of zines and how they are
relevant to QTPOC, it will also teach you how to make them yourself!
There will be a collection of QTPOC zines for attendees to examine! 
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WORKSHOP #3  -  SAT, 11:30AM-12:45PM

STATIC VS STAGNANT: PUSHING PAST A RETURN TO GOLDEN AGE 
WILLIAM NU'UTUPU GILES (THEY/THEM) 
ROOM: 904 
As a result of colonization, ideas of our cultures can be locked into a 
specific time period. Within the diaspora, we are left with questions of 
how to embrace culture while still honoring heritage. Through poetry 
texts, we will explore and reclaim ideas of indigenous contemporary 
self, sexuality, and being.  

DECOLONIZING LATINX 
SUNSHINE ORTA (HE/HIM) 
ROOM: 917 
This workshop, intended for latinx participants of all identities, dives
into the triumphs, complications, and challenges of decolonizing latinx
identity and reconnecting with indigeneity. Often, latinx people are
forgotten about when speaking about Native issues; to complicate
things further, European historians want us to identify with our
Spanish-speaking colonizers rather than our indigenous roots. What
does it mean to be from a nation that "no longer exists"? What does it
mean to our Native ancestors that we continue to survive? Is there
space for us?  

SEDITIOUS INTUITION: FLESH BONE HEART AND BODIES OF
ENGAGEMENT 
WILLIAM SYLDOR-SEVERINO (HE/HIM) 
ROOM: 162 
Seditious Intuition refers to the goal of Flesh Bone Heart and Bodies
of Engagement, which is to develop an environment where the most
seditious elements of the facilitators and participants involved are
highlighted, promoted, and validated, rather than be consumed and
marginalized by socially just, yet restrictive classroom, space, and
workshop practices. This means that those elements of participants--
especially those holding particular identities (in this case black,
disabled, and/or queer identities)--that are often marked as
unproductive and for elimination are instead explored and
incorporated. For example, conceptualizing Community Guidelines as  
  

WORKSHOP #4  -  SAT, 2:30PM-3:45PM
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WORKSHOP #4  -  SAT, 2:30PM-3:45PM

REVISITING GENDER: BEYOND THE BINARY OUTSIDE OF THE
WESTERN PERSPECTIVE 
DERRICK REYES (THEY/THEM), ZEPHYR MERKUR (THEY/THEM),
& SHARE ROMAN (THEY/THEM) 
ROOM: 165 
In this interactive and informative session, attendees will examine the
impacts of Western imperialism on gender, and will be introduced to
old and new perspectives of gender, gender identity, and gender
expression. Attendees will be engaged in discussions around the
intersections of race, gender, and sexual orientation. Attendees will
also explore the stereotypes and common misconceptions around these
marginalized identities.  

more restrictive and sometimes oppressive than useful in some cases. 
Instead of survival through repetition and restriction, FBH imagines 
survival through radical acceptance, chaos, dialogue, and embrace. 
Through particular activities and practices, FBH attempts to center 
queerness and decenter a sense of time in a classroom as needing to 
move forward, through a syllabus, agenda, etc. Instead, time moves 
with, instead of against, the often chaotic existence of black, queer, 
and/or disabled participants, with hopefully seditious outcomes.  

BALLROOM AND VOGUING 101 
TARIK SPRIGGS (HE/HIM) OF CASA ESPERANZA 
ROOM: CCA 
In this workshop, participants will be taught the history of this
spectacular and popular style of dance, as well as be able to identify
House/Ballroom Culture terms and categories. Tarik will work with
participants to identify and perform the five essential elements of
vogue. This dynamic workout is a great way to get your energy
flowing, relieve stress, and be up with the times! 

REWRITING THE BODY'S LEXICON 
CHRYSANTHEMUM TRAN (SHE/HER, THEY/THEM) 
ROOM: 168 
The idea that “gender is over!” is a little idealistic. Our bodies cannot
escape the realities of gender. This workshop examines the limitations
of language to articulate gender & its infinite intersections. Because   
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WORKSHOP #4  -  SAT, 2:30PM-3:45PM

gender feels obvious & irrefutable, the everyday words we use to 
describe gender can obscure its violent histories. We will discuss how 
institutions of science, law, & empire construct the vocabulary we use 
to think about our bodies. Through an excavation, gutting & rewriting 
of gendered language, we will write poetry that can dream up 
newworlds for our bodies. Although this workshop will examine works 
from transgender poets of color, this workshop is designed for all 
participants to interrogate their personal relationship with gender.  

UNAPOLOGETICALLY BLACK: OPERATING THROUGH THE BLACK
QUEER FEMINIST LENS DURING THE TRUMP ERA 
KARINA (THEY/THEM), MORGAN (THEY, THEM), CHARLIE (THEY,
THEM), & KARESS (THEY/THEM) 
ROOM: 174 
Throughout Trump’s era white America will continue to push through
anti-Black policies and increase the presence of law enforcement
within Black communities. Black joy and solidarity within our
communities is essential in our survival. For many who were
optimistic in the fight for Black liberation during the Obama era may
now experience increased violence and discouragement. Know that a
conservative regime is the perfect time to operate through a radical
lens. What does it look like to center the most marginalized within our
communities? What would the world look like if Black trans women
could feel safe within our communities? This workshop is designed to
help young Black people gain and utilize knowledge to use in our
everyday survival and commitment to building out our communities.
Organizers from BYP100 will share the work that has been done in
communities to lift Black voices. This workshop will be conducted
through interactive group work, chanting, strategic planning, and
healing practices.   

ASIAN-AMERICAN ANTI-BLACKNESS: AN INTRODUCTION 
ZOE SHENK (HE/HIM, THEY/THEM), SAM WONG (SHE/HER), &
CHEYENNE YEN (THEY/THEM, HE/HIM, SHE/HER) 
ROOM: 904 
So often in Asian "activist" spaces, it can feel like a competition to see
who can mention anti-Blackness first to earn the title of "good Asian."
However, the conversation about anti-Blackness usually stops there.  
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WORKSHOP #4  -  SAT, 2:30PM-3:45PM

NATIVE AMERICAN BEADING 
SUNSHINE ORTA (HE/HIM) & LIN GOKEE-RINDAL (THEY/THEM) 
ROOM: 911 
In this hands-on workshop, participants will learn a basic peyote stitch
and learn how to make round tubes of beaded goods. Materials will be
provided. Beading requires participants to have strong fine motor
skills and good close-up eye sight, but the activity can quiet a busy
mind and assist in grounding. 

WHAT ARE YOU?: BI/MULTI-RACIAL/ETHNIC & LGBTQ CAUCUS 
CHRIS WOODS (HE/HIM) 
ROOM: 917 
Are you tired of that question? We are too. This session will provide
an opportunity for those who identify as bi/multi-racial/ethnic to
explore what it means to navigate the LGBTQ community, our
racial/ethnic communities, and often dichotomous social justice spaces.
 Participants will have time to connect with one another around the, at
times, complex experience of being bi/multi-racial/ethnic and/or
mixed, and hopefully gain a network both at the Northeast QTPOC
Conference and beyond.  

WRITING THE DIVINE QUEER SELF 
ASHLEY YOUNG (THEY/THEM) 
ROOM: 163 
This writing workshop explores how our understanding of spirituality
creates queer, POC non-fiction narratives. Participants will discuss
various forms of spiritual practice, such as altar making, meditation
and divination, and through exercises learn how to use these tools to
propel their written work.  
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Have you ever felt frustrated by the depth of these discussions? Have 
you ever felt stuck or didn't know where to begin actually addressing 
anti-Blackness in your own life? In this intra-community workshop, we 
will find an imperfect starting place together. We'll explore some of 
the history of Asian-American anti-Blackness and practice recognizing 
and addressing anti-Blackness in ourselves and our communities 
through self-reflective writing exercises and guided discussions. This 
is incredibly messy work. Bring all of your knowledges, insecurities, 
wisdom, and feelings--let's get messy together. 



WORKSHOP #5  -  SAT, 4:00PM-5:15PM

BEYOND QUEER INCLUSIVITY: TRANSFORMING INSTITUTIONAL
POLICIES AND PRACTICES TOWARDS QTPOC STUDENT WELL-
BEING AND SUCCESS 
TERRELL JAMES (HE/HIM) & JUSTIN FERNANDO (HE/HIM) 
ROOM: 165 
In this workshop, participants will learn how to discuss institutional
barriers that prevent QTPOC students from feeling safe and achieving
success on college campuses. Workshop participants will share
examples of institutional policies and practices that adversely impact
the lives and education of QTPOC students. This workshop will allow
participants the opportunity to both troubleshoot and skill share with
educators, students, other participants. Together participants will
generate knowledge, skills, and techniques that address policy and
practice issues at their universities through group discussions and
share-outs. Workshop attendees will also receive a resource sheet for
additional tips and support.  

or to give it teeth where it previously had none. We will engage with a 
selection of QTPOC artists creating right now who mine their own life 
experiences to build their body of work. Through inspiration material,  
prompts and (large group, pair, and small group) conversations, we’ll 
play with our own material to witness our own stories as well as those 
shared in this workshop. This is a workshop for anyone who might 
want to play with storytelling, artist or not. Because this is vulnerable 
work, Eddie will begin with sharing one of his stories and how he got 
to it. Come as open as you’re feeling today. 

QUEERING HIP HOP 
AVA "KNEW" BRYAN (SHE/HER) 
ROOM: 168 
What are the roles of queer bodies and narratives in hip hop? How can
we imagine Blackness as inherently queer? In what ways can hip hop 
be a source of resistance and recognition? Is representation really   
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RE/MEMORY: CRAFTING PERSONAL EXPERIENCE 
EDDIE MAISONET (HE/HIM) 
ROOM: 162 
Eddie’s passion is seeing storytelling as a process! This workshop will
be a space to play with memory, to disarm it and make it witnessable  



WORKSHOP #5  -  SAT, 4:00PM-5:15PM

STEPS TO SURVIVING: ACCORDING TO LALA LOUIS 
CARLA LOUIS (THEY/THEM) 
ROOM: 904 
Part of surviving is the process of admitting to ourselves that we are
survivors, and what we do to ourselves along the way: ugliness or
gaining weight as a form of self-protection, feeling like a child, and
choosing not to tell people in our lives. We offer this silence, too, not
as a form of denial, but as a process of understanding what happened
to us. Together, we will try to cultivate conversations with this inner
child in the form of drawings, a six step strategy, and biomythography
through prose and poems. 

system. Considering Black and Brown queer & trans people are 
already the most marginalized, navigating the world post incarceration 
can be both isolating and violent. This shows up in a myriad of ways, 
intersecting circumstances such as homelessness, immigration status, 
lack of education, mental health status, or even those who engage in 
survival economies (i.e. sex work). What does holding space and 
caring look like for our communities surviving this trauma? How do we 
garner resources to help create preventable as well as supportive 
measures necessary to best serve these communities? This workshop 
seeks to build collective strategies and name the ways we have built 
practices to love, care and heal from the violence of incarceration. 

KEEP THE FAMILY CLOSE: CARING FOR QUEER & TRANS PEOPLE
AFTER INCARCERATION  
JAMIE LEE (SHE/HER, THEY/THEM), REBECCA NUNEZ (SHE/HER)
& KARESS TAYLOR-HUGHES (THEY/THEM)  
ROOM: 174 
Black and Brown people make up for a large percent of our prison
population. Within this prison population, queer and trans folks are an
increasingly growing demographic and are hyper targeted by our legal  

radical? This workshop presentation will discuss these questions as we 
examine the current state of hiphop through the lenses of self, space, 
kinship, and future. 
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HOSTING NEQTPOC 2019 
NEQTPOC 2018 PLANNING COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
ROOM: 917 
Join us for an information session concerning conference planning for
the 2019 Northeast Queer and Trans People of Color (NEQTPOC)  



WORKSHOP #5  -  SAT, 4:00PM-5:15PM

F.U.B.U. (FAT, UNRESPECTABLE, BLACK, & UNCOMFORTABLE) 
SHAESHAE QUEST (NAME ONLY) & STICKII QUEST (NAME ONLY) 
ROOM: 163 
Join us for a conversation highlighting the experience of "undesirable"
fat black femme bodies in movement work, love, and our everyday
lives. Hear and share stories of struggle and resilience. Come take up
space and make sure we always have a seat at the table. 

NURTURING SELF-CARE PRACTICES THROUGH THE ARTS,
HEALING DANCE MOVEMENT, AND REFLECTION 
LANI SOL (SHE/HER) 
ROOM: CCA 
The goal of this interactive workshop is provide a safe space for
QTPOC to learn about self-care practices to improve their mind, body,
and soul wellness and prevent burnout. As activists, the work of
organizing and social action outreach can be very rewarding, yet very
taxing in terms of mental and physical fatigue. Our ability to have a
healthy relationship with ourselves makes an observable impact what
we bring to the work that we do. Often activists are so busy caring for
others and our work, it can result in self neglect. This is a great
opportunity to take time from our busy schedules to build and refine
healthy self care practices that are energizing, sustainable, and
realistic. Learn ways to use creative expression, healing dance
movement, and a host of other self care activities to help us maintain
peace and sanity.   
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Conference. We will review the application process for hosting next 
year’s conference. We will also discuss our own steps, barriers, and 
successes from the past year of organizing and receive feedback from 
attendees.  



UMASS STUDENT AFFAIRS AND CAMPUS LIFE 
Advocacy, Inclusion, and Support Cluster; ECSA Grant 

SPONSORS

UMASS AMHERST
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology; Biostatistics and Epidemiology;
College of Information and Computer Sciences; Communication;
History; Languages, Literatures, and Cultures; Mathematics and
Statistics; Nutrition; Political Science; Polymer Science; Women,
Gender, and Sexuality Studies 

AMHERST COLLEGE
American Studies; Anthropology and Sociology; Black Studies;
English; Office of Diversity and Inclusion; Queer Resource Center;
Sexuality, Women’s, and Gender Studies 
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SMITH COLLEGE
English; Office of Inclusion, Diversity, and Equity; Latin American and
Latina/o Studies; Spanish and Portuguese; Theatre 

CO-FUNDERS

A huge thank you to all of our amazing sponsors! Your 
support helped to make NEQTPOC 2018 possible!

UMASS AMHERST STONEWALL CENTER 
The NEQTPOC 2018 Planning Committee was primarily headed under
the UMass Stonewall Center. 

PRIMARY SPONSOR

FIVE COLLEGES
Queer and Sexuality Studies Certificate Program 

OTHER COMMUNITY PARTNERS
gc2b; Kipper Clothiers

MAIN FUNDERS

WOMEN FOR UMASS AMHERST 



KEEP IN TOUCH!

#NEQTPOC2018

FB.COM/NEQTPOC

@NEQTPOC

NEQTPOC.COM


